THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE RADARIYAH

dience; and yet their reward for gratitude and for ceasing
from disobedience was to be eternal beatitude for them?
And why do you deny that those who are in the next world
are to cease from disobedience, and yet are sinless; as we
hold, together with most of the Shiites, that the prophets
were forbidden sin in this world already, and were sinless;
just as the angels were forbidden sin, and were sinless.
For this reason Allah says of them: ' They disobey not
Allah in what he hath commanded them, but execute his
behests5" (Surah 66, v. 6).

The third of his heresies was his view that there are those
who are obedient without the intention of pleasing Allah.
This is also the view of the Ibadiyah among the Khawarij.
He claims that there is no Dahn in the world, nor any
unbeliever, who is not obedient to Allah in many things,
although disobeying him as far as his unbelief is concerned.
The Sunnites and the orthodox, however, say:   Obedience
to Allah from one who does not know him, is possible only IOJ
in one case, i. e. where there is speculation and deduction,
which are necessary before attaining a knowledge of Allah.
If a man fulfils this, he becomes obedient (that is, accept-
able)  to Allah, because Allah has commanded him this.
And this is true even if his aim in this act of speculation
may not be to draw near to him by means of it.   No other
obedience to Allah is possible for him, unless its aim be to
draw near to him through it, because it is possible for him
to draw near to Allah if a knowledge of Allah is attained
by this first speculation.   Without this contemplation, how-
ever, he cannot draw near to Allah, unless by some chance
he knew Allah before this speculation and deduction.   Abu-
al-Hudhail supported this claim, namely that it is possible
to obey Allah without knowing him, by saying that the com-
mands of Allah are in opposition to that which he forbids,
if, therefore, he who does not know Allah, neglected all his
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